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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 1308/41 — WANNEROO 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [2.48 pm] — by leave: 
Earlier today, metropolitan region scheme amendment 1308/41 was tabled. The amendment proposes to rezone 
approximately 2 206 hectares in the Wanneroo locality from the rural zone to the urban deferred zone in the 
metropolitan region scheme. The proposed urban deferred zone will facilitate future residential development, 
schools, commercial centres, public open space and conservation areas, among other uses, in accordance with the 
proposed new east Wanneroo district structure plan. This amendment process commenced in 2016. The proposed 
amendment implements the recommendations of the Western Australian Planning Commission–adopted 
2011 “East Wanneroo Structure Plan” and is consistent with the north west subregional planning framework, 
which forms part of the Perth and Peel@3.5 million strategic suite of planning documents.  

The land is being zoned urban deferred as a range of requirements need to be addressed before the land can be 
transferred to the urban zone. This includes the preparation of a new district structure plan. The Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage is developing the structure plan for the broader area to ensure that landowners are 
given greater certainty and that the many challenges that this area faces are addressed. We have adopted a process 
that I believe will create a fairer outcome for all those involved in this highly fragmented area. A community 
reference group will be established to ensure that a broad cross-section of the views and perspectives of residents 
and landowners is appropriately represented and that the issues and opportunities identified by the community are 
properly understood. 

The finalisation of the district structure plan will guide future planning of the locality and the coordination of 
infrastructure and land uses, particularly given the fragmented land ownership of the precinct. The ability to develop 
land under fragmented ownership in an orderly way, improving certainty for landowners and equitably sharing 
costs, is a priority for the government. In relation to the development of this area, continuing work is required to 
confirm the provision of water and wastewater infrastructure, a district water management strategy and a bushfire 
hazard assessment, among other planning requirements. The Environmental Protection Authority determined that 
the proposed amendment does not require formal assessment under the Environmental Protection Act 1986, and 
provided advice on flora and vegetation, terrestrial fauna, inland waters environmental quality, amenity and human 
health. These matters will require further consideration in the subsequent planning stages. The amendment was 
modified by the inclusion of four areas that were originally proposed to be reserved as parks and recreation in 
a future MRS amendment. Investigations confirmed it was appropriate to include these areas in the urban deferred 
zone, as their environmental values are to be considered as part of the east Wanneroo district structure plan and 
subsequent detailed planning stages. In accordance with the statutory provisions for region scheme amendments, 
this amendment was advertised for three months. A total of 447 submissions were received, comprising 25 general 
comments, 117 comments of support and 305 comments of objection, all of which were considered by the 
Western Australian Planning Commission in making its recommendations to the Minister for Planning. 

I commend metropolitan region scheme amendment 1308/41 to the house. 
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